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Foresight and Transformative Innovation
Interested in learning how to use foresight and innovation to shape the future? This course helps you apply foresight tools to identify and analyse trends and changes affecting your business, industry, or community, while building creativity, resilience, and proactive thinking in uncertain times. 
This course will teach you how to apply foresight tools and techniques to identify and analyse trends, drivers, and signals of change that are likely to impact your business, industry, or community. This course in foresight and transformative innovation will help you to become more proactive, creative, and resilient in the face of uncertainty and complexity. The course is a self-paced online course. You are free to complete the course in your own time.
Basic Course Information
	Host university
	Mälardalen University, MDU, Eskilstuna, Sweden

	Academic course coordinator
	Carina Sjödin, University Lecturer Innovation Technology

	Subject area
	Innovation Technology

	Education level
	n/a

	Target group
	Professionals and students

	Language
	English

	Cost
	None

	Intended learning outcomes
	How foresight and transformative innovation can help you anticipate future challenges and opportunities. 
Identify signals and develop strategies for a viable future.

	ECTS / Certificate
	Certificate

	Teaching format
	Open Acess (MOOC) Online and self-paced in a learning plattform

	Academic year
	Autumn 2026 – Autumn 2027

	Sign up and start the course
	Link








1. SUNRISE - Alliance of Universities
This open online course is offered in the Alliance of SUNRISE.
The SUNRISE Alliance provides a voice to smaller-sized universities in non-metropolitan areas, aligned to European values. SUNRISES consists of nine universities that together aim to reinforce a strong link with the regional business sectors and society in general, and support technology transfer.

1.1 Host university
The course is hosted by Mälardalen University (MDU). The university is a public university located in the Mälardalen region of Sweden, with main campuses in Eskilstuna and Västerås. Mälardalen University is a modern, innovative and progressive university, home to 19,000 students and a thriving research community. MDU has approximately 1,200 staff members, offering education and conducting research in close collaboration with industry, the public sector, and society at large. Mälardalen 
University (MDU) drives research and innovation through close collaboration with industry and the public sector. By linking research to real-world challenges, MDU co-creates actionable solutions and educates leaders for a sustainable future.
Read more

1.2 Academic main area and course coordinator
The course, Foresight and Transformative innovation is in the main area of Innovation Technology that focuses on innovation, creativity, and changing processes in working life. The subject takes a holistic perspective, integrating technological, social, and organizational dimensions of innovation, and emphasizes innovation as a process shaped by collaboration, adaptation, and responsibility. Education in Innovation Technology is closely linked to real-world challenges in industry and the public sector and is particularly oriented towards lifelong learning and professional competence development. [mdu.se], The course coordinator is Carina Sjödin, University Lecturer Innovation Technology at Mälardalen University.

1.3 Target group
The course is designed for professionals and students.







2. Course description
[bookmark: _Toc491693546][bookmark: _Toc241825320][bookmark: _Toc181789219][bookmark: _Toc179938424][bookmark: _Toc178835744]In a rapidly changing world, lifelong learning and transformative innovation are essential to remain relevant, develop new skills, and create innovative solutions to complex challenges.
This course will teach you how to apply foresight tools and techniques to identify and analyse trends, drivers, and signals of change that are likely to impact your business, industry, or community. The course in foresight and transformative innovation will help you to become more proactive, creative, and resilient in the face of uncertainty and complexity.
You will be introduced to useful models and methods for Foresight and Transformative innovation. Foresight broadens perspectives on how future developments may differ from today, while Transformative Innovation goes beyond incremental and radical innovation to address complex, systemic change.

The course provides an overview of the key concepts, relevant models, and practical methods, including instructions on how to use the Three Horizons Framework. You are encouraged to apply the framework in a workshop setting, reflecting on assumptions and biases along the way. After completing you will have practical tools to address uncertainty, identify opportunities, and proactively respond to challenges. This is a self‑assessed course with reflective questions. It has been developed by Mälardalen University (MDU) in collaboration with Volvo CE, both of which share a commitment to continuous learning and a sustainable future.

3. Learning platform
The course uses the learning platform Canvas. In Canvas you will find everything you need in the course.


[bookmark: _Toc241825337][bookmark: _Toc181789232] Good luck with your studies!
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